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TAKELEY PARISH COUNCIL 
 

TPC RESPONSIBILITIES: 

AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY REMIT COUNCILLOR 

CHAIRMAN  Richard Cheetham 

VICE CHAIRMAN  Carol Pratt 

FINANCE COMMITTEE  Richard Cheetham, Carol Pratt, John 

Orpin 

PLANNING COMMITTEE Planning Applications, 

Stansted, Housing Policy 

Carol Pratt, Trevor Allen, Tricia Barber, 

John Orpin  

HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORT  Brian Baldwin & John Gregory 

SPORTS FIELD   Trevor Allen, John Gregory, 

 Alan Jones (Youth football project) 

RECREATION GROUND  John Green 

RIGHTS OF WAY/FOOTPATHS/LAND Rights of Way/Footpaths/Land, 

Tree Warden, Flitch Way 

Trevor Allen & John Green. 

MOLEHILL GREEN * Green, Hall & Community Carol Pratt 

POLICE LIASON/PUBLIC SAFETY 

UPCC & NAB rep. 

 John Gregory & Trevor Allen 

PUBLICITY Notice Boards, Website, 

Newsletter, Grapevine, Press 

tbc 

PRIMARY CARE TRUST Health Care Policy tbc 

REGIONAL/NATIONAL POLICY  Geoff Bagnall 

PARISH PLAN  Carol Pratt  
 

*NOTE: Cllrs. Carol Pratt & Trevor Allen are trustees of Molehill Green Village Hall 

TPC REPRESENTATIVES: 

REPRESENTATIVE  COUNCILLOR/RESIDENTS 
Essex Assoc. of Local Councils  Cllrs Richard Cheetham, Carol Pratt 

Area Forums  Clr Tricia Barber 

Parish Passenger /Transport Gps 
 

Clr Brian Baldwin,  Clr John Gregory, 
Martin Peachey,  Phyllis Altham 

Priors Green Working Party 
 

Clrs Carol Pratt, Alan Jones, Geoff 
Bagnall, John Gregory 

Local Council Liaison Committee  Clrs Richard Cheetham, Carol Pratt 

Takeley Local History Society & School  Clr Trevor Allen 

Silver Jubilee Hall  Clr Trevor Allen 

All roles confirmed & agreed TPC Meeting May 2010 

DISTICT & COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
REPRESENTATIVE COUNCILLOR 

District Councillors 

Cllr Jackie Cheetham Tel/Fax: (01279) 870706  

cllrcheetham@uttlesford.gov.uk 

Cllr Derek Jones Tel: (01279) 870870  

cllrdjones@uttlesford.gov.uk   

County Councillor Cllr Susan Barker Tel: (01245) 231250 Fax: (01245) 231810 

Cllr.Susan.Barker@essexcc.gov.uk 

 

This and back issues can be viewed on our website www.takeleypc.co.uk 
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Editorial  
In which the Editor suffers mental frostbite and 
rediscovers an ancestor, all before attacking a 
perfectly innocent wine rack. 
 
Having recovered from the assault of arctic blasts and seasonal excesses, I 
find that the world outside the confines of my house resembles a ravaged 
freezer that one is loathe to enter for fear of encountering half-forgotten 
treats now turned to objects of alien toxicity. You know the scene, usually 
played out in the chilled murk that passes for daylight in the aftermath of 
New Year; from time to time, I catch the leering glint of a fragment of tinsel 
caught in the carpet, which my fashionable designer vacuum cleaner has 
somehow missed. Or maybe I shouldn’t blame the machine but simply 
admit to the fact that I carry out most of my domestic cleaning with my eyes 
half shut. I have concluded that it is the optimistic way to clean.  
Optimism is good, you see. 
 
There is something peculiarly raw and unremitting about the weather at this 
time of year, even if the lengthening days give some promise of relief to 
come. Blood isn’t so much nipped, in the Shakespearian sense, as chilled 
to a frigid slurry that invades the brain with a torpor that drains all the colour 
out of everything in view. Mind you, if truth be told, that is my normal state 
before the sun reaches its zenith on any day. I consider it to be extremely 
detrimental to my health to venture forth before the pavements have had a 
chance to warm up! Thoroughly bad form, in fact. So there. 
Almost as soon as the season of goodwill had exhausted itself, I needed to 
attend my dentist for the six monthly check-up and polish with an angle 
grinder (well, that’s what it feels like). As I went to the reception desk to pay 
for my treatment, I noticed a small card sign leaning against the computer 
screen. I read it and was somewhat taken aback. 
 
“Is it really supposed to say that?” I asked the 
receptionist.  
“Oh, sorry,” said she, “the computer’s OK now.” 
“No, no,” I persisted,” did you really mean to say that?” 
 
The girl studied the card and then turned slightly pink. It 
read:  

The computer is out of order. Sorry for all the incontinence. 
 
Which tells us all something, but I’m not sure that I want to get into that 
debate. Well, not today, thank you. 
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Meanwhile, I have gone into pirate mode 
while I get on with the script for “Avarst 
Behind” which will, when I have completed it, 
be the November schools’ production for 
Moot House Players. I think that I may have 
to fly a Jolly Roger from my TV aerial to get 
myself into the right mood, as I seem to suffer 
from recurring bouts of writer’s block. Or 
possibly, I could dress in character, a la 
Blackbeard, and wander round the village 
with lighted matches stuck in my hair and 
beard, muttering foul curses at passers by. 
But then, it probably wouldn’t have much 
impact. Everyone would either be very polite 
and ignore me or, possibly, chuck a bucket of 
water over me in a helpful sort of way. I would 
then be able to claim my place as an 

extinguished member of the village elite ….Of course, there are those who 
would consider this as quite normal behaviour for me ….  Helpful friends 
regularly bombard me with emails purporting to be pirate jokes and, were I 
to attempt to please everybody, I would probably be arrested and charged 
with crimes against the English language. Or possibly even humanity ….   
In a meandering sort of way, the thought of things piratical brings my family 
to mind – some of my ancestors were reputedly wreckers on the Isle of 
Wight. 
 
While clearing papers prior to my move, I came across a cardboard tube 
addressed to my grandfather and dated 1929. It contained some 
correspondence and an article about a certain Sir Henry Storks from an 
1870 edition of Vanity Fair. Apparently, he was yet another of my 
antecedents. As legend has it, he fathered my great grandfather out of 
wedlock and on his death, had deposited a large sum of money in the Bank 
of England to be claimed by him. The only condition was that he should 
acknowledge his parentage. 
 Well, Great grandfather had already taken another name by then and was 
unable to prove, to the bank’s satisfaction, his identity. Thus, the fortune 
could not be claimed and great grandpapa declined into alcoholism, misery 
and destitution. His family was only saved by my grandfather who went out 
to work while still a boy to provide for his family. As luck would have it, he 
ended up as a clerk to a Soho solicitor where he worked his way up to a 
partnership. The solicitor had no family and treated grandfather as his own 
son, passing the business and premises on to him upon his death. 
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And as for Sir Henry Storks, well he seems 
to have got involved with some extremely 
shady government arms contracts, which 
lead to a certain tarnishing of his reputation. 
However, sufficient money usually enables 
one to recover from even the most severe 
public disgraces, however humiliating. Some 
things never change. His funeral was quite a 
society event, attended by the great and the 
good, I am told.  
 
Which leads, in a way, to the next part of my 
ramblings, for it puts me in mind of my late 
uncle Andrew who was an avid researcher of 
our family history, to the extent that he 
actually obtained letters patent from the 
Herald of Arms, at some considerable 
expense and had the family coat of arms 
inlaid in stone on the hall floor of his house. 
The other night, I watched a rather good 
drama on the television, set in Palestine 
between the past and the present and 
instantly thought of him. 
 
History has a strange way of metamorphosing our view of it, like looking in 
a distorting mirror that gradually clarifies with the passing of time. And we 
ignore its parallels at our peril.  Not so long after the Second World War, 
Andrew, who was a colonel in the army legal services, was posted to 
Jerusalem where he was a Judge Advocate, responsible for the prosecution 
of members of the Haganah. Now, for those of you whose history is a little 
hazy on the subject, the Haganah was a Zionist organisation which was, 
with others, dedicated to the foundation of a Jewish state in Palestine. This 
brought about direct conflict with the British military authorities and resulted 
in many distressing and bloody incidents. 
 
My uncle was billeted in a house, with several other officers not far from the 
centre of Jerusalem, in fact very close to the King David hotel which was 
blown up with great loss of life. He owned a Boxer dog called Punch, who 
went everywhere with him. In the early hours of one morning, some slight 
noise in the lower part of the house must have disturbed Punch, because 
he jumped up, barking loudly and started to rush down the stairs into the 
darkness. There were shots and a hail of bullets from the shadows below 
and Punch was hit. Nevertheless, he continued his headlong rush, barking 
and growling to drive off the intruders. This gave Andrew and his colleagues 

Sir Henry Storks 
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 time to grab their weapons. They rushed to the top of the stairs and a brisk 
gun battle ensued, up and down the stair well. Suffice to say that the 
gunmen, later found to be Haganah, fled into the night. Had it not been for 
Punch, Andrew and his fellow officers would have 
been shot as they slept. 
Punch recovered and was awarded the Dikin medal, 
the animal equivalent of the Victoria Cross. When 
Andrew returned to the UK, Punch was a regular 
visitor to our house. He was a delightful, gentle 
creature. The incident haunted Andrew for years 
afterwards and it was a long while before he could 
sleep without a gun at his side.  
 
Has anything really changed in over sixty years? 
Well, enough ramblings for now. I spent this afternoon assembling an 
enormous wine rack and I think that the moment has come for me to 
descend to the kitchen and sample its contents. In the manner of Pooh and 
honey jars, if you know what I mean. I shall not make a spectacle of myself. 
I shall be quiet and refined as I imbibe and then I shall hibernate. 
Wake me in the spring, please.  
 
Paul Regeli, Contributing Editor. 
 
 
 

The  

Buffy Bus  
calls at  

Takeley 

Station House 

11.30am-12.30pm 

Tuesday during term time  

(change of day since Sep 2010) 
Buffy Bus costs £2.50 per family, per visit,  

please talk to our staff if this causes difficulties 

Phone: 01799 522130   Email: info@buffybus.co.uk 

Website: www.buffybus.co.uk 
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TAKELEY PARISH COUNCILTAKELEY PARISH COUNCILTAKELEY PARISH COUNCILTAKELEY PARISH COUNCIL    

The following are extracts from the December, January and February 
Parish Council minutes, which can be viewed on the TPC website: 
www.takeleypc.co.uk 
 
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR JACKIE CHEETHAM REPORTED: 
� UDC will set 2011/12 budgets in February. Propose no increase in 

Council Tax for 2011/12. 
� UDC has concerns regarding the Localism Bill & the impact on the 

RSS housing quotas on future planning proposals. UDC will hold 
parish workshops to discuss the Localism Bill. 

� UDC is putting pressure on BAA to improve maintenance on the 
homes they own & to sell back homes to individuals. 

� (Ref. Nov/Dec mtg) DC Jackie Cheetham reiterated that the planning 
decision to convert plots 4&5 (phase 7 & 8 Priors Green) to a 
marketing suite was taken by UDC officers under delegated powers; 
and not by either Cllr Cheetham or the UDC Planning Committee. 

 
� REV. ROB BURLES introduced himself and thanked people for 

welcoming him into the village. 
 

� Clr Trevor Allen reported that Takeley Primary School had recently 
received an Ofsted report that cited elements of the school’s 
performance as ‘outstanding’. TPC agreed to write to the school 
congratulating staff and pupils and acknowledging their achievement. 

 
PRIORS GREEN OUTSTANDING ISSUES: 
TPC received a report from the meeting at UDC with Roger 
Harborough 13/12/10.  
 
COMMUNITY HALL/ 
S106 MONIES 

� Gaynor Bradley (UDC) to report on S106 
monies spent/unspent 

� Gaynor Bradley (UDC) to update re proposals 
for security system 

SPINNEY/BROAD-
MEAD RD DITCH 

� UDC & TPC will continue to monitor flow of 
water in ditch & any flooding of the spinney. 

BUFFER ZONE � UDC will insist on permanent boundary 
markers to maintain the width of the buffer 
zone. 

� UDC to check with David Wilson Homes re 
covenants to reserve right of access. 
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JACKS LANE � Following ECC refusal to downgrade Jacks 
Lane, speak to County Clr Susan Barker re 
next steps (update Mr. Euan Kennedy) 

SCHOOL SITE � Issues: 
� Cycle ways 
� Parking 
� Ventilation system 

COMMUNAL 
PARKING 

� Who will own it? (tbc) 

MAINTENANCE OF 
PLANTING & PLAY 
AREAS 

� Transfer to UDC tbc 
� Options: ECC Highways, UDC, PCs. (For play 
areas potentially freeholders surrounding each 
area) 

SALES OFFICE 
REDEVELOPMENT 

� Lighting on during the night 
� Advertising opening hours in excess of the 
conditioned in planning consent. 

 
TPC agreed that the outstanding issues should continue to be regularly 
reviewed. 
 
Priors Green contractor parking & construction vehicle mud: 
Following the complaint made at the December meeting, both 
Countryside Properties and ECC Highways dept have responded. 
Countryside have reiterated their policy on road sweeping and have 
confirmed that they are not responsible for the contractors building in 
this particular location. They have provided a contact number for ‘Go 
Homes’ and have said they will relay our concerns to the 
developer.ECC Highways have promised to follow up & monitor the 
situation. 
 
Marketing Suite, Priors Green: A UDC officer has visited the site and 
reiterated the planning conditions regarding opening hours. If the 
developer does not comply an enforcement notice will be served. 
 
ECC PLANNING APPLICATION FOR CONSTRUCTION OF A 420 
PLACE PRIMARY SCHOOL, PRIORS GREEN (relocation of 
Takeley Primary School) 
TPC resolved that the proposals for the School are fantastic and it is 
clear that the school staff and governors worked very hard to influence 
the design. 
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Having looked at the detail the concerns the Parish Council raise are 
as follows: 

1. Drop off/Collection point: 
Whilst the aim is to reduce the number of car journeys to and from 
School, the School survey found that at least 24% of pupils will still be 
driven to school. This equates to approximately 100 cars coming to 
the site. The intended communal car parking does not provide 
sufficient spaces, and the result will be cars parking in the road 
obstructing the bus route and creating additional hazards for cyclists, 
pedestrians and local residents. Whilst TPC understands that a 
dedicated drop off/collection point has been discounted because it 
would significantly reduce the School’s outside areas, the Parish 
Council maintains that the current proposals will create significant 
problems that need addressing further. The County Council should 
come forward with options for schemes to address this issue (e.g. 
Dunmow Primary School). 
 

2. Cycling to school: 
The School survey shows that 53% of children would like to cycle to 
school. Whilst it is confirmed that there will be pavement widening 
between the village centre, along the B1256, to Priors Green, There is 
no provision for cycle ways. What provision has been made for this 
number of cycle journeys to and from the School? 

 

3. Staff parking: 
The plans include provision of 31 staff parking spaces. The School 
survey shows that 25 staff will continue to drive to School. As the 
School expands to 420 capacity there will be insufficient parking 
provision for staff and visitors. 
 

4. Airport noise: 
The Parish Council has noted that the proposal includes a ‘natural 
ventilation’ system.  Members are extremely concerned that the 
proposal underplays/dismisses the threat of a second runway at 
Stansted Airport and the subsequent consequences for the School. 

  Whilst the threat of a second runway has receded for now, and the 
Government has said that it will not permit further runways in the 
south east, the policy and detail has yet to be formulated. There is no 
guarantee that this current thinking will become permanent/long term. 
Indeed, BAA has indicated its intention to pursue a second runway as 
soon as the political climate changes, and has made no attempt to 
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sell off the land and property it already owns in relation to airport 
expansion. 
Should a second runway emerge, additional noise would be severely 
detrimental to both the external and internal environments. With this 
in mind the Parish Council believes that either County Council seek 
Govt assurances, or plans should include an air conditioning system, 
or the infrastructure for an air con system, from the start. It is highly 
unlikely that an effective system could be installed post construction. 

 
District Cllr Jackie Cheetham reported: 
� Essex County Council has passed the planning application to 

relocate Takeley Primary School. Regrettably no conditions are 
attached to this decision. 
The Parish Council agreed to write to ECC to express disappointment 
that no conditions are attached to this decision. TPC will seek 
assurances that certain issues have been included within the 
application e.g. walk to School route, drop off & pick up 
arrangements, lack of parking, etc. 
Clr Richard Cheetham reported that he understands ECC is very 
concerned about the Broadfield Road ditch. 

 
 
COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW CONSULTATION - PARISH 
BOUNDARY CHANGES  
 TPC discussed the review & agreed the following observations & 
comment: 

� TPC concurs with UDCs draft proposal that there should be no 
change to the boundary. 

� Neither Uttlesford DC nor Little Canfield Parish Council has any 
ambition to change the current parish boundaries 

� From inception Priors Green was intended to be integrated into the 
existing communities of Takeley and Little Canfield. 

� Unless a majority of people come forward to suggest otherwise, TPC 
believes it is too early in the life of Priors Green to make any judgment 
regarding boundary changes. The Priors Green community should be 
allowed time to evolve. It should be allowed time to settle and establish 
its own natural links with the neighbouring villages. 

� The development is yet to be completed. North of Jacks Lane, which 
historically is within the parish of Takeley, is yet to be built.  

� Some ‘Takeley’ residents on Priors Green are unhappy that they have 
a Little Canfield post code, and feel that the ’Takeley’ identity is being 
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eroded by the confusion caused by Royal Mail’s insistence on a 
Canfield postcode. 

� Royal Mail arranged for all Priors Green mail to be sorted at the 
Dunmow sorting office and cited this as the reason for providing all 
residents with a Canfield postcode.  Now that the Dunmow sorting 
office has closed (December 2010) all mail is being sorted at Braintree. 
A Takeley/Priors Green resident has recently contacted us to tell us 
about the problems he is now experiencing with his mail. He was 
originally given a CM22 (Takeley) postcode. This was subsequently 
revised to a Canfield postcode. UDC should re-launch a request to 
assign Takeley/Canfield residents with the appropriate post codes.  

� Takeley is a long established (1894), stable parish with many 
historical features that the community and Parish Council work hard to 
preserve and protect. Any redrawing of the Takeley boundary that 
resulted in any loss of ‘Takeley’ land would undoubtedly aggrieve many 
residents in our parish. 

� TPC totally supports the concept of collaborative working on Priors 
Green issues (Community Hall, open spaces, play areas, landscaping 
maintenance, ditching problems, and encroachment) in order to deliver 
local services. 

� To date Takeley Parish Council has led the way on the above issues. 
This Parish Council initiated a joint working party with UDC and LCPC 
to progress the opening of the Priors Green Community Hall. TPC has 
liaised with Countryside Properties and UDC to address problems with 
ditches, encroachment and the ‘buffer zone’. We have coordinated site 
visits to review play areas and open spaces, and to ensure that 
resident’s views are represented when making decisions on equipment 
and maintenance. 

� Historically Takeley is a stable Council, employing a qualified Clerk, 
and demonstrating strong administrative and financial management. 
The Council is experienced in dealing with the needs of a larger 
community with a wide range of issues including planning matters, land 
management, recreation and play areas, Stansted Airport, schools, 
highways, Crumps Farm, County and Government consultations. 
Should Little Canfield absorb the whole of Priors Green within the 
parish they must be willing to take on the future management of the 
ongoing issues. 

� If a proposal to transfer Priors Green to Lt Canfield is pursued 
residents on the south side of Dunmow Road (B1256) should be 
consulted to determine their feelings prior to any boundary change that 
may affect them. 
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� Essex County Council has approved the relocation of Takeley Primary 
School to a site on Priors Green (within the current Takeley boundary). 
The school is to remain ‘Takeley’ Primary School. 

� Regarding the options presented for consideration as part of the 
consultation: 

- TPC maintains its view that it is too early in the life of the Priors Green 
development to make any change and would therefore support Option 
1. No change to the existing boundary (the UDC’s draft proposal) 
 

- Option 5C: Group together the two parishes into a single parish 
council would be the next preference. TPC would support ‘warding’ to 
protect representation from the various parts of the community 
(Takeley, Lt Canfield, Priors Green).This would ensure representation 
from 3 distinct parts of the community (Lt Canfield (existing), Takeley 
(existing), and Priors Green.  

- The following options are not considered to be viable: 
Option 2: Transfer the entire site to Little Canfield 
Option 3: Create a new, separate parish of Priors Green (or other 
agreed name) 
Option 6: An alternative agreed boundary change (stopping short of 
moving the entire development into a single parish) 
Option 7: Transfer the entire Priors Green site to Takeley 
 
FINANCE: 
TPC approved 2011/12 Budgets  

 £ 
Precept 70000 
Other Income 4050 
TOTAL INCOME 74050 
Expenses 69590 

BALANCE 4460 

Reserved Funds 52131 
Free monies 17471 

 
TPC approved the following projects: 
� Recreation Ground Project (up to £64k) - continue as planned 
� Sports’ field - football facilities project 
� Pursue new stop & shelter at Canfield Rd from Priors Green 

S106 monies (£1k). 
� Station House reserve/expenses (£5k) 
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� Silver Jubilee Hall - Awaiting confirmation of plans from SJH 
Committee. 

� Parish Plan - £1k 
� Quality Status £200 fees 

 
TPC agreed that the Precept 2011/12 should remain unchanged at 
£70k 
 
Royal British Legion - Takeley Branch: 
Request for donation to provide food vouchers for Christmas for the 
widows of past serving HM forces. (15 widows to provide for. Total cost 
£300). TPC agreed to contribute £150 towards the cost to provide food 
vouchers for Christmas for the widows of past serving HM forces in 
Takeley. 
 
Uttlesford Citizens Advice Bureau - request for funding: 
Last year CAB helped 4189 Uttlesford residents -157 of these 
enquiries were from Takeley/Canfield residents (an increase of 89%). 
TPC agreed to donate £750 
 
SILVER JUBILEE HALL DEVELOPMENT: 
Cllr David Daykin reported on behalf of the Silver Jubilee Hall Mgmt 
Committee: 
-An application for renewal of planning approval to erect a new 
entrance hall has been submitted to UDC 
-Plans are being drawn up to upgrade and refurbish the shared toilet 
facilities (hall & club). 
-Plans for the east wing (stage), heating & water systems will be 
developed in phases. 
-SJH Committee will come forward with a phasing programme and 
costings at future meetings. 
 
BUS STOP AT TESCOS, DUNMOW ROAD: The Clerk has spoken to 
Sonia Sparks of ECC. It is unlikely that in the foreseeable future 
Tesco’s will construct the approved extension to the store that includes 
the provision of a bus stop within the site. ECC has agreed to discuss 
plans to provide hard standing with shelters either side of the Dunmow 
Road with island crossing. 
A safety survey is required to check positioning as this is close to the 
roundabout and school lay-by. 
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QUEEN ELIZABETH FIELDS IN TRUST CHALLENGE: 
The challenge aims to create a network of 2012 permanently protected 
outdoor spaces (The QEII Fields) as a tribute to the 2012 Olympics & 
Diamond Jubilee. The Clerk reported that TPC meets the qualification 
criteria for registering the Recreation Ground & Sports Field.  
TPC agreed to nominate the Recreation Ground & Sports Field. 
 
VANDALISM IN TAKELEY: 
Since August the Parish Council has spent more than £1200 making 
repairs to community property damaged by vandals. 
Any resident who observes damage to community property should 
contact the Police or Parish Clerk.  
 

For further information about Takeley Parish Council please contact 
the Clerk or visit the website: www.takeleypc.co.uk 

Jane Heskey, Takeley Parish Council,  
Station House, Sycamore Close,  

Takeley, Essex, CM22 6QA 
Phone: 020 8270 1149                    Email:Takeley.pc@ntlworld.com 
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TAKELEY PARISH COUNCILTAKELEY PARISH COUNCILTAKELEY PARISH COUNCILTAKELEY PARISH COUNCIL 

VACANCY FOR A COUNCILLORVACANCY FOR A COUNCILLORVACANCY FOR A COUNCILLORVACANCY FOR A COUNCILLOR    
All All All All eligibleeligibleeligibleeligible    TakeleyTakeleyTakeleyTakeley    residents are invited to residents are invited to residents are invited to residents are invited to apply however, the apply however, the apply however, the apply however, the 

Parish Council is keen to encourage representation from Takeley Parish Council is keen to encourage representation from Takeley Parish Council is keen to encourage representation from Takeley Parish Council is keen to encourage representation from Takeley 

electors living at Priors Green.electors living at Priors Green.electors living at Priors Green.electors living at Priors Green.    
 

Do you want to? 
� Get involved with your Community 
� Have a say about local issues people care about 
� Influence the way local services are provided 
� Decide how local money is spent to improve your Community 
� Keep the parish a place where people want to live, work and enjoy themselves 
 

Making a difference 

A good and active council can make a big difference to the quality of life in the 
community it serves. In order to be a good and active council, however, it needs to 
have committed and enthusiastic councillors! 
 

Council Meeting and time commitments 

The council holds a monthly meeting of the full Parish Council. These meetings are 
important, as they are the place where decisions are made. The time spent will be 
governed by the individual’s personal commitments. However, you must be 
prepared to serve your community to the best of your ability and you must be 
prepared to attend meetings. 
 

Who can stand? 

You can stand for the Council if you are:- 
- 18 years of age or more 
- A British citizen, other Commonwealth citizen, citizen of the Republic of Ireland, 
or a citizen of another European Union state 
- And if: 
- You are registered as a local government elector for the parish or 
- You have, for the whole 12 month period up to the date of election, occupied (as 
owner or tenant) land or other premises in the parish or, 
- Your principal or only place of work during that same 12 month period has been 
in the parish or, 
- You have during that same 12 month period resided in the parish or within 4.8 
km (3 miles) of it. 
 

How can I stand? 

Please contact the Parish Clerk expressing your interest before Friday, 25th March 
2011. Further details will be provided. 
 

If an election is not requested the Parish Council may fill the vacancy  
by co-option 

 

Clerk to the Council: Jane Heskey  
Address: Station House, Sycamore Close, Takeley, Essex CM22 6QA 

Telephone: 020 8270 1149 
Email: takeley.pc@ntlworld.com 
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TAKELEY PARISH COUNCIL 
 

PROVISIONALPROVISIONALPROVISIONALPROVISIONAL    

  MEETING SCHEDULE 2011 
Meetings start at 7.30pm & are held in the Station House, 

Sycamore Close, unless notified otherwise. 
 

MAR 
2nd 

APR 
6th 

AGM 
MAY 

4th 

JUN 
1st 

JUL 
6th 

AUG 
3rd 

SEP 
7th 

OCT 
5th 

NOV 
2nd 

DEC 
7th 

 
 

VILLAGE TIDY DAY 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDEDVOLUNTEERS NEEDEDVOLUNTEERS NEEDEDVOLUNTEERS NEEDED    
 

Saturday 19th March 2011 
Meeting at 10am on the (Four Ashes) village green. 

Equipment & refreshments will be provided. 
 

Please contact the Parish Council Clerk: Jane Heskey  
Address: Station House, Sycamore Close, Takeley, Essex CM22 6QA 

Telephone: 020 8270 1149 
Email: takeley.pc@ntlworld.com 

 

PARISH COUNCIL PRECEPT 2011-12 
The Parish Council has voted not to increase the annual 
precept/budget for 2011-12. The precept remains the same as last 
year at £70k. 
 

Because the number of homes in the parish has increased, this will 
result in a reduced charge to each household in the parish. 
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Molehill Green Cricket Club will be holding a Quiz Night on Saturday 
19th March at the Silver Jubilee Hall in Takeley from 7:30pm. 
 

The evening has been arranged as part of the Club's fund raising initiatives to 
assist with the considerable refurbishment of their pavilion.  A raffle will also be 
held on the night and this will include some top prizes including 'meals for two' 
at Whitehall & The Hilton Hotel. Included in an entrance fee of £10 per person is 
a fish or chicken and chips supper. 
To enter a team of up to eight, please contact Will Conolly on 07515 378020 or 

email conollyW@hockerill.herts.sch.uk.  
 

 

Neighbourhood Action Panel Dates 2011 
 

Please see below dates for the NAP meetings being held throughout 2011 at 
Hatfield Heath Police Station, Chelmsford Road, Hatfield Heath. Starting at 
19:30. We look forward to seeing you there. 
 
Feb 2nd      Mar 30th     May 26th    July 21st     Sept 14th    Nov 1st 

 

Takeley Beat Surgery 
 

A beat surgery is a two hour session where you’re local PCSO will be at a 
location for you to come and raise any concerns or just for a chat every month! 
 
Come and see your local Police Community Support Officer at  
The Station House, Sycamore Close, Takeley Between 10:00 – 12:00. 
Mar 9th        Apr 13th      May 11th      Jun 8th       July 13th     
Aug 10th     Sep 14th      Oct 12th        Nov 9th      Dec 14th  
 
Contact your local officers: 

PC Brad Healey   e-mail:1712@essex.pnn.police.uk 

PCSO Jo Trevail-Phillips   e-mail:73377@essex.pnn.police.uk 
PCSO Emma Webb  e-mail 71226@essex.pnn.police.uk 
Telephone: Non-emergency: 0300 333 4444 

    Neighbourhood Mobile: 07779316979 
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TAKELEY POLICE BULLETIN 

TAKELEY: house burglary; The Street; 04/02/2011  

Between around 7:30am and 8:45pm on February 4, entry was gained 
to a property in The Street, Takeley, by forcing a rear door, causing an 
estimated £50 of damage, and stole loose change with an estimated 
value of £1.   

TAKELEY: burglary; Bambers Green; 06/02/11 – 07/02/11 
Overnight, entry was gained to a property in, Bambers Green nr 
Takeley, entry was gained by smashing a rear window, a large quantity 
of jewellery, watches, computer and electrical goods were removed. 
 
TAKELEY: burglary; Bambers Green 05/02/11- 08/02/11 
Sometime between 05/02/11- 08/02/11 entry was gained to two stables 
at the premises by forcing the two anti-kick bolts and a high value 
hover mower was removed from within.  

TAKELEY; shed burglary; Bambers Green 06/02/11- 07/02/11  
Between around 6pm on February 6th, and 8am on February 7th , 2011, 
entry was gained to a shed by smashing two windows, causing an 
estimated £100 of damage, and garden equipment was stolen 
including two chainsaws and a disc cutter, with an estimated total 
value of around £400. 

Peter Caulfield, Crime Reduction Advisor for Uttlesford district, says: “I 
would urge everyone to make a note of all their gardening equipment, 
recording the make, model and serial number. We also recommend 
that you mark all your equipment in a highly visible manner, such as 
scratching or engraving or using a permanent security marker, showing 
your postcode and house number or name. This makes it less 
attractive to thieves as the equipment is then much harder to sell on 
the black market. 
 
“Also, do securely lock your shed, with bolts that cannot be prised off. 
Larger tools and items such as bikes and lawn mowers should ideally 
be chained to a shed shackle on the wall, or to an anchor fixed into the 
concrete floor inside the shed. 
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“If your shed or garage has windows, then hang net curtains or paint 
them out; burglars seldom steal what they can't see.” 
 
Shed doors can be further secured with shed alarms and a shed bar 
lock. Approved security products can be seen on web sites: 
www.soldsecure.com or www.securedbydesign.com. 
 
“Please don’t advertise your gardening equipment to passers by. If you 
keep your tools in your garage or a shed, don’t leave the door open for 
long periods for everyone to see. In addition, if you’ve just bought 
some new gardening equipment, don’t put the box out for collection at 
the roadside: please turn the box inside out or break it down so it fits 
inside the bag or bin, protecting your privacy.” 
 
There are also plenty of ways of increasing the security of your back 
gardens, particularly through using what the experts’ call “defensive 
planting”. 
 
‘Defensive planting’ means putting prickly shrubs in areas of your 
garden where they can deter would-be thieves. So, if your garden 
borders public areas consider planting prickly bushes in that area.” 
 
Residents should also consider topping fences with trellis that will 
collapse on the weight of someone climbing it, or alternately adding a 
spiky topping to fences, with relevant warning signs affixed to the 
fence. 
 

 
MOBILE POLICE STATION 

VISIT TIMES – 2011 
 

FOR ENQUIRIES PLEASE CALL 07989 335719 
 
Fridays 13:45 – 14:45  Takeley – Car Park rear of Post Office  
 
Mar 18th  Apr 15th  May 27th  Jun 24th   Jul 22nd  
Aug 19th  Sep 16th   Oct 14th   Nov 11th     Dec 9th 
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Molehill Green Cricket Club will be holding a Quiz Night on 
Saturday 19th March at the Silver Jubilee Hall in Takeley from 
7:30pm. 
 

The evening has been arranged as part of the Club's fund raising initiatives 
to assist with the considerable refurbishment of their pavilion.  A raffle will 
also be held on the night and this will include some top prizes including 
'meals for two' at Whitehall & The Hilton Hotel. Included in an entrance fee 
of £10 per person is a fish or chicken and chips supper. 
To enter a team of up to eight, please contact Will Conolly on 07515 

378020 or email conollyW@hockerill.herts.sch.uk.  

 

 
 

We would like to thank all the door to door collectors, businesses and 
residents of Takeley for their support and donations to the Takeley area 
Poppy Appeal. 
 

We have now been the Appeal Organisers for Takeley for eight years and 
each year we have managed to increase the total amount collected. This 
year we raised £1005.28 more than last year bringing Takeley’s 
donation to the Nationwide Appeal to £7330.76.   
Thank you all very much. 
 

Jackie Rogers and Joanna Phillips 
Joint Poppy Appeal Organisers 

 
 

ST JOHN’S CHURCH, BUSH END 
 

*QUIZ NIGHT* 
Saturday 26th March 2011 

 

7.30p.m. at the Silver Jubilee Hall, Takeley 
Tickets: £7.00 (including supper) 

 

Telephone to book table 
01279 871533/870281 

 

8 persons per table 
 

Raffle                               Licensed Bar 
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  SPARKLERS 
 

The “Sparklers” group is for pre-school children, their parents, and 
carers. It is an informal meeting in Takeley Community Centre, South 
Road, with a short time of Christian worship, craft activities, toys, and 
refreshments.  
 

There will always be a warm welcome for other children if they would 
like to come and join us. 
We shall be meeting:  
 
14th 21st and 28th March  
11th 18th April 
9th 16th 23rd May 
13

th
 20

th
 27

th
 June 

 
Each meeting starts at 10am and finishes at 11.30am. 
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Try Reflexology  
I  am a mobile reflexologist who visits clients in the comfort 
of their home. Perfect for deep relaxation, relief of stress and 
stimulation of the natural healing processes of the body, 
reflexology can encourage feelings of well-being and vitality. 
 

Reflexology is a complementary medicine used for over 3000 
years and involves massage to reflex areas found in the feet 
which correspond to parts of the body.  So someone who suffers headaches 
would have a corresponding area on their foot for that region.  Reflexology 
is not a ‘cure all’, yet numerous disorders have been successfully treated by 
this method, including migraine, sinus, digestive, circulatory, skin and back 
problems, hormonal imbalances, breathing disorders, tension and stress. 
 

If you’d like to have a chat about reflexology and even consider a session, 
please don’t hesitate to contact me. Special offers are available.   
 

Contact Camilla Brackstone MBRA  
07949639114 or camillalloyd@yahoo.co.uk  
www.camilla-reflexology.co.uk 

 

LITTLE CANFIELD 
PARISH COUNCIL GUIDED WALKS 

 

 
 

SATURDAY 26th March 2011 
 

Come and join us for the first of our 2011 free guided walks. We will 
start from the Lion and Lamb pub car park at 10.00am and end up 
back there a few hours later for some well earned refreshment. 
 

You don’t need to be super fit; you just need to be up to a gentle walk 
in the countryside. From the pub we will head towards the church and 
then take in some lovely grassy tracks around Coldharbour Farm.  
 

No booking required just turn up and join us. Everybody is welcome. 
Please wear sensible walking footwear. 
For further information please call Lesley on 07768 103910.  
 

Our next walks will be on 7
th
 May, 9

th
 July, and 3rd September.  

Details of our previous walks can be found on the Little Canfield 
website. www.littlecanfieldpc.co.uk. 
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 TAKELEY FARMERS’ MARKET 

 

February saw our first market of the year.  
The rain held off but the strong winds 
continued.  The windy week affected 
fishing, and Gary reported in on Friday 
that he hadn’t caught anything all week as 
the fish were not coming up the estuary.  
He hopes to be with us next month. 
 
Thanks to the Christian School, who ran a 
very efficient kitchen; and thanks to 
everyone who turned out to support them.  Sorry to everyone who 
didn’t get their sausage roll: the Great Garnetts sausages are so 
popular Julie sold out. 
 
March Kitchen will be run by students from Birchwood for their World 
Challenge; I believe they are going to work in Morocco.  April will be 
the team from HTC and we will be celebrating our 2nd Birthday. 
 
There will be all the usual Meats, Eggs, Samosa Shack Indian Cuisine, 
Going Crackers Pastries, Moggies Pickles and Sauces.  Don’t forget 
that the Game Stall has seasonal variations; and as always I will be on 
the lookout for something different. 
 
Mothers Day will soon be here so you will be able to buy or order hand 
crafted gifts, we have Jewellery, Soaps, Fudge and Cards and Cakes 
for all occasions. 
 
Don’t forget we have a Community Notice Board where anyone can 
advertise their events, local businesses can advertise and you can find 
out what is going on.   
 
As always we look forward to seeing you.  Please do feel free to give 
us your ideas and thoughts.   
 

 

Next Market Saturday 5th March 
 
Sue Sadler 01279 873409 
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Hatfield Forest Highlights 

 
Hello everyone,  
 

From Saturday 12th March our gate will once again be open 7 days a 
week until 31

st
 October 2011. We shall all be here 10am – 5pm with 

the Shop and Café also open for the duration. 
 

There are lots of new things for you to come and find out. We’ve had a 
re-arrange of our Shell House, put up two new shell pictures and we 
are now displaying an impressive collection of donated shells. Check 
back regularly as this will be constantly updated.  
 

Have a look in our Fisherman’s Shelter to find out what you can find in 
the Forest at the moment. Seasonal information will be displayed along 
the back wall so you know what flora and fauna to keep your eyes 
open for while exploring the Forest.  
 

In addition our Discovery Room has lots of ideas for what you can do 
in all sorts of weather; puddle jumping and shadow chasing are just 
some of the things you can do for free when playing in the Forest.   
 

On the conservation front we have been hard at work over the winter 
season to catch up with our coppicing cycle. Some of you will have 
noticed that in Collins Coppice, next to the Lake area we have been 
hard at work in the fenced off area to ensure we complete this 
essential habitat work before the bird nesting season starts.  
 

For all the bird watchers out there we have had quite a few winter 
visitors passing through and spotted in the Forest throughout February 
including Waxwings and Brent geese.  
 

As always I hope you will come and 
find me if you have any questions 
and I look forward to seeing you in 
the forest soon.  
 

Laura Slater 
Community Warden 
laura.slater@nationaltrust.org.uk 

01279 870678
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TallenTallenTallenTallen’’’’s Country Notess Country Notess Country Notess Country Notes 
 

It is well known that the main interest of conversation of the British is 
the weather, to be more precise the lack of any continuity of the 
weather, “If you do not like the weather wait five minutes and it will be 
sure to change!”    
 
Speaking for myself, and I think most of you would agree, I am more 
than pleased to see the back of the winter. On the positive side, the 
continued icy conditions did help to control many destructive insects 
that have threatened much of our flora, trees in particular. These ‘bugs’ 
multiplied due to the mild winters that we had been experiencing. 

 
There is still a lot of activity in 
the garden especially around 
the feeders; blackbirds still 
treat the garden as neutral 
territory with as many as 
sixteen male and female 
birds feeding at once. I must 
have bought pounds and 
pounds of apples as well as 
donated bag of ‘windfalls’ 
from a friend, I also 
concocted a  blend of 

mashed dog food/oats/bread and currants, putting it out during the 
worst of those snowy days. All the visiting birds enjoyed this banquet. 
 
On a more pleasant note, I am pleased to 
announce that spring will soon be here.Did I 
hear a cheer? 
For myself, I am looking forward to welcoming 
the housemartins that share my abode, so 
around the end of March I will keep a sharp 
lookout for the first visitor. First, trickles then a 
flood of summer visitors will help fill the 
countryside so that by the end of April the local 
woodlands and hedgerows will be home for 
many species. 
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I recommend taking a slow walk along the ‘Flitch Way’ (the old railway 
line that ran from Bishops Stortford and Braintree), to enjoy the lilting 
songs of both resident and summer visiting songsters If you feel more 
adventurous, discover one of the many footpaths that crisscross our 
local fields. A truly enjoyable and stress free experience. Suitable 
footwear is recommended. 

 
I frequently get reports from parishioners 
regarding bird sightings which to them 
are strange and unfamiliar. After getting 
the precise description of the bird, (which 
includes where it was seen, time 
observed and behaviour) I would then 
consult my extensive library. I can usually 
provide the caller with the facts of what 
they saw. Now and again, these sightings 
stay a mystery. For example, when 
common buzzards were first observed 
soaring over Takeley some twenty years 
ago, it was at first thought to be a ‘one off 
sighting’ but now they are a common 
feature of our skies. So mystery solved 
 

However, recently I received a report of 
an owl-like bird roosting in an oak tree 
next to the pond at Chestnuts. The 
description given of this bird appeared to 
be a cross between a tawny and great 
grey owl. Now I knew that that was 
impossible, but people see what they 
see! I decided to investigate this weird 
bird; sure enough there sitting on branch 
close to the trunk of this oak tree was a 
grey looking owl. 
 

I can report that the owl is an impostor, 
being a plastic replica, and would not 
confuse or frighten any respectable 
resident mouse! 
 

TallenTallenTallenTallen 
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TAKELEY CHRISTMAS FAYRE  
 
On behalf of my fellow organisers I would 
like to thank everyone who delivered 
programmes door to door throughout the 
village.  This is very much appreciated, 
as is the help we get in preparing the 
Scout H.Q. on the Friday prior to the 
Fayre, and to the Scouts for making their 
H.Q. available to us.  Thanks also to 
those who help to set-up the Hall on 
Friday evening.  Unfortunately those 
willing helpers are not always available to 
help us clear away after the event so, if 
anyone could spare an hour after the 
event we would be very grateful. 
 
Our thanks also to the Christian School and Sports and Social Club for allowing 
us the use of their parking space. 
 
We were lucky with the weather, rain waiting for us to close before making its 
arrival.  It proved to be another successful day with a pleasing flow of visitors 
through our doors.  Some well known, others new but all mingling together 
amicably and generally enjoying the experience, making for a happy atmosphere.  
That’s what brings our stallholders back year after year.  It is a bonus, of course, 
if they sell some of their wares.   
 
I understand that there was a queue in Scout H.Q. for Father Christmas  for the 
most part of the day.  In the Hall,  H.E.A.Ls  All Day Breakfast was much in 
demand.  The Church cake stall sold out, more needed for next year, and not to 
be outdone the Tombola  ran dry.  The History Society stall also had a run on its 
books, all relating to Takeley and the surrounding area. 
 
For those new to the village I should explain that this is a non-profit making 
venture for the organisers.  Monies for the hire of stalls and from the Raffle is 
used to pay for the hire of the Hall, advertising, printing and next year’s Father 
Christmas gifts.  A small residue is kept for sundries over the year.  This year we 
are able to donate £100 to the Scouts for the use of their Headquarters. 
If there is anyone out there who would like to join our committee or who would be 
prepared to give us a hand on the day with the clearing up? We would be 
delighted to hear from you. 
 
In the meantime we wish you a Happy New Year and look forward to seeing you 
at next year’s FAYRE on NOVEMBER 19TH. 
 
From Barbara Aviet, Phyllis Altham, Jill Baldwin and Viv Woods. 
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2011 Census 
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Takeley Cricket ClubTakeley Cricket ClubTakeley Cricket ClubTakeley Cricket Club    
February 2011 

 
 

Once again, the new season is just around 
the corner, with the first league fixtures this year falling on Saturday 30th 
April, the weekend after Easter (and the day after the Royal Wedding). The 
first team will be at home against Dunmow II’s in Division 2 of the Herts and 
Essex League, and the second team will have their furthest Division 6 
outing of the season at Three Caps, who play in Newbury Park in East 
London. This follows promotion from Division 7 last season. Before the 
season commences, however, the Cricket Club will be taking part in quiz 
season, and have their annual spring quiz planned for Saturday 2nd April in 
the Village Hall. As usual, we will provide ploughman’s style food and will 
be holding a raffle. These are always fun events and anyone that would like 
a table should contact Malcolm Brown on 01279 871055. 
 

If there are any players (rusty or regular) that are new to the village, or 
happen to be reading this publication, I reiterate my usual comments that 
we are always interested to hear from potential new players. This 
particularly applies to youngsters and we run 2 youth teams at U15 and 
U13. We are especially keen to attract new 14 and 15 year olds to our U15 
side for the new season. 
  

Please contact Grant Widdowson (U15 manager) on 01279 870872 or Tim 
Connolly (U13 manager) on 01279 870138 if you are interested. Potential 
senior players can contact Chairman Mike Phillips on 01279 870134 or 
Captain Chris Thake on 01279 757549.  
Malcolm Brown 
 

Local author Lynne Garner (www.myspace.com/lynnegarner) has decided 
to put her experiences of having 21 books published in just 12 years to 
good use and run her first writing course. Her aim is to help other local 
aspiring authors learn from her mistakes and hopefully see their work in 
print. Also wanting to support local business the Delicious Tea Rooms in 
Bishop's Stortford (South Street) has been booked as the venue. The 
classes will run for six consecutive Wednesdays 6.30 - 8.30 starting 16th 
March 2011. Lynne offers her services as a one-to-one writing coach and is 
available for author talks to local groups and schools. Also wishing to 
support small local good causes, Lynne has a limited number of books she 
is able to donate as prizes. Should you wish to receive information about 
her course (pre-booking is essential, please do not just turn up on the night 
as spaces are limited), booking a one-to-one coaching session, organising 
an author visit or in need of a prize for your good cause then please contact 
Lynne at writing@lynnegarner.com 
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Takeley Local History SocietyTakeley Local History SocietyTakeley Local History SocietyTakeley Local History Society        

Unlocking the PastUnlocking the PastUnlocking the PastUnlocking the Past    

http://tlhs.org.uk                  chairman@tlhs.org.uk 

 
On 27th March 2011 you will all be contributing to the history of this country. 
No, I’m not talking about the Royal Wedding, that’s not until April 29th, 
although the extra Bank Holiday will be very welcome. No, on 27th March 
you will be taking part in the census which comes around every 10 years. It 
goes without saying that many people will regard this as an intrusion into 
their private affairs but for historians, particularly anyone researching their 
family history, these records are invaluable and tracing a family tree would 
be almost impossible without them. In this country the first census in 
modern times (I’m not going back to the Domesday Book here) was taken 
in 1801 and every ten years since (except during WW2 in 1941). 
Unfortunately for historians the first four census returns were officially 
destroyed. However, a search of the internet reveals that some copies exist 
for some areas and projects are afoot to gather this information where it 
remains.  
 

The first existing census (that I know of) for Takeley is for 1841 and this 
date coupled with the introduction of birth, marriage and death certificates in 
1837 often defines the limit for which family history information can be 
reliably found. Beyond that we are dependent on church records and how 
well they have been cared for and archived. We are particularly lucky in this 
parish that not only are many of the original documents archived but also 
that Rev Laurie Bond transcribed them and made them available via the 
church website, an enormous task which will be truly appreciated by all who 
use them.   
 

The 1851 census for Takeley was destroyed by fire during WW2. It seems 
almost impossible to us these days that something so historically valuable 
did not have duplicate copies stored in multiple places but that is yet 
another reminder of how quickly our lives and expectations have changed 
in recent years. Although microfilm was being used to copy books in the 
British Library from 1927 until 1935 we must remember that during the war 
the 1851 census was less than 100 years old and so had not been released 
for public use. Also, old records were not at the forefront of people’s minds 
– they were fighting for survival.       
 

These days genealogy is one of the most popular pastimes, certainly the 
most popular on the internet, and so these must be among the most 
frequently used records ever. It is fascinating to watch a family grow up and 
move around from records taken just one day every ten years.  
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The most recent census available to us is the 1911 census. Due to massive 
pressure from historians (and perhaps from those who can charge for 
access to it) a loophole was found which allowed it to be released a few 
years earlier than the normal 100 years. However, the 1921 census was 
taken under a different census act (1920) and so far we are told that it will 
not be available until 2021.  
 

 
 
So, when you have to fill in your census form don’t resent it as yet more 
bureaucracy but instead see it as a chance to pass on valuable information 
to your descendants who in 100 years or so when they find your name in 
the records will be thrilled to discover you and your place on their family 
tree. Try and resist the urge to declare your religion as Jedi Knight, which 
many people did in 2001 as a mild protest against being questioned about 
their religion. Historians of the future will be wondering what happened to all 
the light sabres.  
  
Our next meeting will be on 3rd May and Dr Nunn will be talking to us about 
Early General Practice.  All our meetings start at 7.30pm at Takeley Primary 
School and visitors are always welcome. 
 

Steve Hazon,  
Chairman TLHS 
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Essex Library Services 
 
Adults, Health & Community 
Wellbeing  
Essex County Council 
PO Box 297, County Hall 
Chelmsford  
CM1 1YS 
Essex 

      Date: 7th February 2011 
 

  
I write to bring your attention an outline of proposed changes to Essex 
County Council’s Library service. 
 
Because of the budgetary pressures which this service is not alone in 
facing, significant savings have to be made in coming years.  We have now 
completed our proposed Portfolio budget for 2011-12 and I am pleased to 
confirm that no static library will be closed down and that no 
community will lose its library service, whether static or mobile.  
Furthermore, in order to avoid great reductions our innovative and highly 
respected staff are finding ways wherever possible to bring in additional 
income through partnerships – such as our contract to deliver Slough’s 
Library Service. 
 
These initiatives alone, however, will not generate sufficient funds in the 
short term to meet the required savings and consequently we do need to 
take a variety of measures to ensure the service can remain in budget, 
whilst retaining the flexibility and capacity to meet our current and future 
commitments and challenges.  These measures include a staffing review, a 
review of library opening hours, a review of our mobile library fleet and a 
reduction in the stock fund. 
 
As a valued stakeholder in Essex County Council - Libraries, I wanted to 
inform you about these proposals. The review is considering library opening 
hours across the county and has proposed total hours per library, by 
categorising each library into a band according to its catchment population. 
The proposed opening hours will enable sensible and memorable patterns 
of opening across the week and will deliver the required savings.  
 

• 54 libraries will experience a decrease in hours.  

• 6 libraries will experience no change in allocation. 

• 13 libraries should have additional hours on the basis of their catchment 
population but these increases have not been included and will only be 
implemented if funding allows this in future years.  
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Where there are paying partner organisations, it is possible to have opening 
hours over and above those funded by ECC and we would welcome 
opportunities to develop these type of arrangements further. 
 
Library customers will be asked to express a preference on the pattern of 
hours during a consultation which will take place between 14 February 2011 
and 27th March 2011. Visit www.essex.gov.uk/libraries to find out more 
details. 
 
I will be in touch about proposed changes to mobile library routes, in the 
usual way, within the next few weeks. 
 
Your feedback is important to us in serving our communities and we look 
forward to continuing to work with you in the future,  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Susan Carragher 
Director of Libraries and Culture 
 

Essex Mobile Library Timetable 
Fri: Mar 4 and 18,.Apr 1, 15 and 29. May 13 and 27. Jun 
10 and 24. 
At Molehill Green, Post Office arrives 13.50 leaves 14.05 
At Takeley, Priors Wood arrives 14.40 and leaves 15.35 
 
Wed: Mar 2, 16 and 30. Apr 13 and 27. May 11 and 25. Jun 8 and 22. 
At Takeley, Mobile Home Park arrives 11.40 and leaves 12.20 
At Takeley Street, Coppice Close arrives 13.40 and leaves 13.55 
 

Hatfield Forest Walk 
 
In aid of “Together in West Essex” breast cancer 
charity  Reg. no. 1105575 
Saturday 26th March 2011-02-20 Register on the day at the Shell 
House from 10am (walk starts 11am) 
£5 adults £3 children £10 family plus any sponsorship you can raise 
Please wear suitable footwear 
 
For further details please contact: Symone White 07799 831518,   
 Ashraf Patel 07862 738199   or    Karen Thompson 07771 880066 
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From the Village Recorder 

 
There has been a television series recently on the problems of making a will. 
Wills are by no means a modern phenomenon. The earliest will for Takeley 
dates from 1504 when it was made and 1511 when it was proved or went to 
probate. Many wills from other places are much earlier 
 

Modern wills tend to be about money, and the disposal of houses. The ancient 
wills are not only concerned with money gifts but also with the disposal of 
household goods. The lists of these make fascinating reading, and we have 
now reached the point when we are almost ready to put all the Takeley wills 
onto the web in an abbreviated form, and also in modern English. The period 
up to about 1759 produces the most interesting wills when clothes, pots and 
pans, farming equipment, animals etc. were all carefully divided.  
 

Probably the best known bequest is that of Shakespeare leaving his wife the 
second best bed. This is probably not as insulting as it sounds. The same can 
be said of the bequests of 1s. to children. In these cases it often transpires that 
the recipient had already been set up with money and goods on their marriage, 
or on leaving home. Some wills will actually state that a son or daughter had 
already been given their inheritance and that the shilling is only a token to 
show that they are not being overlooked.  
 

The earliest examples in particular tell us of the relative lack of the household 
goods that we expect to have. Sheets can be divided in half, daughters get 
pocket handkerchiefs. Pots and pans especially of brass and pewter are 
carefully counted out. The worst kettle or worst feather bed will go to more 
distant relatives. Garments both male and female are divided. A servant will be 
left a lamb or a calf, or the deceased’s second best doublet. 
 

Equally interesting are the social attitudes that are unconsciously revealed. A 
frequent cutting off from assets of a wife who remarries tells us how often 
women did remarry in this period. The treatment of mother in law is carefully 
prescribed—her peaceful access to the fire, her right for transport to market 
and other duties outlined in the wills suggest the possible conflict of two women 
occupying the same kitchen and living space. Sometimes the requirements 
were too much for the son and he rejected the will. Other conflicts clearly 
illustrated are those between the children of a first marriage, and the second 
wife. The husband caught in the middle talks of making a will to avoid conflict, 
and to keep members of his family quiet. 
 

Wider social attitudes occur in the gift of money to the poor not only of the 
deceased’s parish, but the surrounding parishes as well. Usually the recipients 
were obliged to come to the church to collect their money. A devout and pious 
man such as John Gyva, the wealthy Ironmonger who had moved to London, 
shows an enlightened attitude in that he specifies that any recipient who is too 
old, blind, lame or unable to leave their chamber [presumably bedridden] 
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should have the money taken to them. The deceased who is worried that he 
has not paid his church dues will make up for this in his will. It is difficult to 
imagine many of us arranging in our wills to pay our income tax after our death. 
 

Also evident in the wording of the wills is the religious beliefs of the person 
writing the will. The earlier wills talk of all the saints of heaven and the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. By 1600 the mood has changed and most wills talk of being 
redeemed through the merits, passion and death of our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Having said that it does have to be remembered that many wills were 
formulaic, and do not necessarily reflect completely the opinions of the testator. 
Because so many people could not write, most of the early wills are written by 
someone else. They are signed with the mark of the testator, and this changes 
slowly over the years, but remains true until the turn of the 1800s. My own 
great grandfather could not write his name in 1814. Very occasionally we are 
given the name of the man who wrote the will. 
 

Men also always seem to have been chosen as Overseers of the early wills, 
but many men give their wives as Executrix of the will, and they also often 
acted as witnesses. Of the 260 or so Takeley wills, 41 belonged to women, 
mainly widows, but there were several spinsters amongst them. These women 
controlled money, goods and property. 
 

Mary Ramsey’s husband specifically stated in his will that no member of his 
wife’s family should receive anything from his estate.  When Mary came to 
make her will, having lost her only son, she completely disregarded Joseph’s 
wishes and left money, gifts of coals in the winter, household goods and cash 
to her family the Hamptons. Other documents reveal that some of the Hampton 
men owed Joshua large sums of money that they had failed to repay. 
 

There is sadness in some wills. The woman who leaves money to her two sons 
if they come to collect, tells us that she does not know if they are alive or dead 
as they have gone overseas. The expression “if they are still alive” is often 
used. One family named all their three sons John in expectation at least one of 
them would die young. All three survived and had to be described in the will as 
old John, middle John and young John.  
 
As the parish registers do not start until 1663, these wills are very valuable in 
giving us the names of men, women and children for the preceding 100 or 
more years. They in fact tell us more than the registers which usually only 
mention women as “the wife of XXX” The wills actually give them a Christian 
name, often with references to their brothers and sisters as well, so we are 
able to work out their maiden names. 
 
I started with a reference to television so returning to the same theme, when it 
comes to wills we can genuinely say “all human life” is here.  

Nia Watkiss  
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Articles from the past, by Pat Salmon  
Report in the Herts & Essex Observer - Sat 22nd Jan 1881.  
REPORTED LOSS OF THE DUNMOW MAIL CART AND HORSE.  
The severe snow storm of last Tuesday will be remembered in this locality by the 

reported loss - if for nothing else - of the Dunmow mail cart, horse and driver. 

However, the event, as it turned out, was not quite so calamitous, although it well 

nigh had a fatal termination. The driver of the mail cart, named Bull, started from 

Bishop’s Stortford at about the usual time - shortly after 5 o’clock - as he was 

driving through Takeley he got off the main road and landed in a snowdrift on 

Smith’s Green. About 6.20 as Police Sergeant Fulcher was returning from 

Dunmow, he met Bull near the Four Ashes’ public house. Bull, who was in a state 

of bewilderment, informed the officer that the mail cart and the horse were in a 

ditch but he didn’t know where and couldn’t find them. Fulcher went to the ‘Four 

Ashes’ and some people came out to assist in the search, but the weather was so 

severe that after a time they desisted. The sergeant now went to the railway station 

to borrow lamps, which Mr Farnham. the stationmaster, at once lent him, but, 

strange to relate, it was between two and three hours ere the missing animal and 

trap were discovered, almost completely buried in the snow on Smith’s Green. 

several rods (one rod = 5½ yards) from the road. The horse was in a very 

exhausted state. At first only four of the mail bags could be seen and the driver 

proceeded with them by train to Dunmow, where he arrived about 10 o’clock the 

same evening. The other mail bag was found subsequently. But for the 

perseverance of Fulcher there is no doubt the horse would not have been discovered 

alive -- On Wednesday morning, Mr Wells, the contractor, was at Takeley, and fell 

off his horse and sprained his ankle. 

  
Report in the Hens & Essex Observer – Sat 5th Feb 1881. 
STEALING BOOTS.  
At the Ongar petty sessions, on Saturday last, Charles Leech, a labourer of Takeley, 

was charged with stealing a pair of boots, value 10s, the property of George 

Speller, landlord of the ‘Two Swans Inn’ Beauchamp Roding, on the January.-- On 

the morning of the 26th January the prosecutor missed the pair of boots produced 

from the bottom of the staircase, on hearing that the prisoner was wearing them, he 

communicated with the police; the prisoner had been at work “machining” for him 

a few days previously. - William Rickson, a labourer, said he worked with the 

prisoner at the prosecutors, on Friday week he noticed that the prisoner was 

wearing the shoes produced, and he said he took them off Speller’s stairs, but 

thought Speller would not let him have them, as they were too good. -- Prisoner, 

Didn’t I tell you that Johnny gave them to me? – Witness. Yes. P.c. Steed, who 

apprehended the prisoner at his father’s house at Takeley, said he was then wearing 

the shoes; the prisoner said he should have sent them back before then, but his face 

was so swollen that he could not get out.  -- The prisoner was sentenced to 21 days 

hard labour in default of paying a fine of 20s and 14s costs. 
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Herts Hogline 
 
 Bishop's Stortford based not-for-profit 
organisation Herts Hogline which cares 
for sick, injured and orphaned 
hedgehogs (www.hertshogline.com) has 
recently won the Wetnose Award for 
Best Small Animal Rescue Centre 2011. 
HQ is a 6' x 8' shed in the founder’s 
back garden with carers based in and 
around the surrounding area. Herts 
Hogline is not funded and all money 

raised from the collection of used printer cartridges (name brand only and 
no Epson), used postage stamps and revenue from presentations (given by 
the founder) helps to cover the average cost of £25 per hedgehog.  They 
are always in need of the items mentioned as well as carers who are willing 
to care for hedgehog in their own gardens, until they are well enough to be 
returned to the wild. Unfortunately due to very limited funds helpers are 
required to supply the hutch and run needed. However if a plea is put out 
with family and friends an old hutch languishing in someone’s garden 
normally turns up.  
 
Due to the huge influx of hoglets during November and December 2010 
Herts Hogline had to, for only the second time in its 20 year history, turn 
away hoglets in need. If you would like to offer help, have collected 
cartridges or stamps, would like to book a presentation for your group, have 
a hedgehog related question then either email help@hertshogline.com or 
call 07956 698 946.  
 
(IMPORTANT NOTE: As a very small 
voluntary organisation this number is 
only answered Monday to Friday during 
normal office hours. If you have a sick 
or injured hedgehog then it can be 
taken to a local sympathetic vet or call 
the RSPCA).  
 
Information on how to help and when to 
help a hedgehog can be found on their 
website: www.hertshogline.com  You can also keep up to date with the 
news from the hedgehog shed via face book 
(www.facebook.com/pages/Herts-Hogline/141878432529421) or Twitter 
(http://twitter.com/hertshogline) 
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TAKELEY PRIMARY SCHOOL 
“Learning and Achieving Together” 

 

 

The School was inspected by Ofsted (Government 
Inspectors) in January 2011, the report states 
that:- 
 
“Takeley Primary School is a good school...It has 
the strong support of parents and careers and is a 
happy school in which pupils thrive. Several 
outstanding features have emerged since the last 
inspection.  Chief amongst these are the high quality of care, guidance 
and support and the rigorous attention paid to safeguarding the pupils’ 
welfare.” 
 
“This is a very caring school which has pupils’ welfare at its heart.  
Children get off to a good start in Reception where they make good 
progress…This good progress continues throughout the school and 
pupils’ attainment is above average by the end of Year 6.” 
 
They also commented on the “pupil’s excellent behaviour, the great 
consideration they show towards each other around the school and 
their above average attendance.” 
 
We are delighted with the report and feel that it reflects many of the 
strengths of the school e.g. the children’s achievements, the 
commitment and high quality care provided by all staff and Governors 
ensuring that the children receive the best possible provision and the 
strong partnership that exists between home and school. The full 
report can be viewed on the Ofsted website. 
 
The School’s relocation to the site in Prior’s Green continues to 
progress well, the project was granted planning permission in January 
2011.  Plans are now being made to begin work on site in 
approximately 10 weeks; the new school is due to open in September 
2012. 
  

Mandy Line  
Headteacher 
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Book Review by Elaine Wyld 
 

 

The Food of Love  
by 

Anthony Capella 
 

If you like Italian food you will enjoy this book it’s got all the ingredients 
required to make an interesting and light hearted story. You will learn about 
the different types and cuts of meat and methods of cooking them and gain 
knowledge of indigenous plants, native herbs, and authentic Italian spices.  
Mingled with a touch of Italian culture, intrigue, love and sex this story 
makes interesting reading! 
 

One of the main characters, Tommaso, works as a waiter in Alain Dufrais’ 
legendary star-rated restaurant in Rome. Tommaso’s main ambition (when 
he isn’t working) is finding a new girl to sleep with.  So it is with this resolve 
he pursues blonde American art student Laura Patterson.   Tommaso 
overhears her saying she will only date Americans who can cook.  A 
chance meeting at Gennaro’s cafe provides Tommaso with an opportunity 
to impress Laura and attempt to change her mind about dating Italian men - 
but first he must persuade his best mate, and accomplished Chef Bruno to 
take part in an elaborate deception. 
 

A tale of intrigue follows and as Laura is swept off her feet by Tommaso 
and tastes foods she never dreamt existed, she is drawn into the web of 
deceit with the hapless Bruno as an unwilling aid.   
 

When Tommaso‘s fraud is exposed the friends part -  Bruno to a different 
part of Italy where he experiences a new style of cooking, culture and a 
touch of  romance and Tommaso to a new restaurant where amazing he 
becomes a real success. 
 

 Of course it all ends in tears, but not before the reader has experienced a 
sense of the diversity of the Italian palette and complicated recipes from a 
country with a rich tradition of excellent culinary skills and specialist regional 
foods.  
 

The novel is bursting with diverse characters as we all know the course of 
true love never runs smooth! 

 
Time Warner Books                £6.99 
ISBN 0 -7515 – 3569 – 9        
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About the Takeley Parish Council Newsletter 
 
The Newsletter was started up again in the autumn of 1998 (after an interval of 
some 10-15 years) as a result of opinion expressed in the Village Appraisal.  It is 
designed to provide a free community magazine for Takeley Parish.  It is 
intended that the Newsletter should reflect all aspects of Parish life and should 
provide an opportunity for community matters to be raised and discussed. 
 

The Newsletter team currently comprises a Contributing Editor (Paul Regeli), a 
compositor (Steve Hazon) and a distribution and advertising coordinator (Jane 
Heskey) but no official reporters.  An interest magazine, therefore, depends on 
articles, news and advertisements coming from people in the village and nearby 
which can be sent to: 
 

Jane Heskey, Clerk of the Council, Takeley Parish Council, 
Station House, Sycamore Close, Takeley, CM22 6QA  
Tel. 0208 270 1149 
 

or email to    newsletter@takeleypc.co.uk 
 

The closing date for submission of material is the 15th of 
November, February, May and August for the respective quarterly 
issues.   
 

It is not always possible to publish everything submitted and sometimes changes 
have to be made to the length of a contribution.  Non-controversial articles 
cannot always be published immediately but they will appear later unless the 
contributor is told otherwise.  Contributions of up to, say, 400 words, have a 
greater chance of being published in full than longer ones. 
 

The name of the person (and in what capacity if appropriate) submitting the 
material must accompany the contribution.  If you do not want your name 
published you must make that clear.  However, articles without the author’s name 
are only likely to be published if they are non-controversial.  Ultimately the 
responsibility for publication rests with the Parish Council, which has veto powers 
as to content. 
 

Advertising rates per issue (quarterly) are listed below.  Payment and details 
must be supplied to the Newsletter by the closing dates listed above although we 
do prefer annual payment in advance to reduce administration. 
 

1. Full Page (i.e. one half A4 sheet size), £25.00 Photo or disc ready 
2. Half Page, £15.00 Photo or disc ready 
3. Quarter Page, £10.00 
4. One Eighth Page or less, £7.00 
(10% discount for pre-booking all four issues in a year)  
 

All cheques should be made out to Takeley Parish Council and 
sent to Jane Heskey. 
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